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1. Curriculum aims

Our curriculum aims/intends to:

· Provide a broad and balanced education for all pupils that’s coherently planned and sequenced towards cumulatively sufficient knowledge for skills and future learning and employment
· Enable pupils to develop knowledge, understand concepts and acquire skills, and be able to choose and apply these in relevant situations

· Promote the learning and development of our youngest children and ensure they are ready for Key Stage 1

· Support pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development

· Support pupils’ physical development and responsibility for their own health, and enable them to be active

· Promote a positive attitude towards learning

· Ensure equal access to learning for all pupils, with high expectations for every pupil and appropriate levels of challenge and support

· Have a high academic/vocational/technical ambition for all pupils

· Equip pupils with the knowledge and cultural capital they need to succeed in life
· We want out curriculum to allow the children to be:

· Creative: in order to explore their own identity and to develop and express their personality with growing confidence. To understand, accept and respect the limitless ways that others express themselves and that creativity can help us to define ourselves culturally, socially and individually.
· Helpful: to know how and when they can use their personal strengths and skills to support the growth of others in an aspect that they themselves have mastered. To be kind in school and as citizens in the wider and global communities and know that when we help others they help us and that this will make the world a better place.
· Independent: to be able to take pride and confidence in their personal growth and to understand that they can organise their thinking, work and possessions to manage a world which is ever-changing and at times confusing.
· Logical: to empower them to select skills, knowledge and tools and to manage their thinking in ways which produce flexible and confident responses to new challenges and situations.
· Determined: to develop a ‘can do’ attitude in all they do now and in the future and embrace mistakes as stepping stones to success, inspiring others around them to do the same.

· Reflective: to develop pride in their work and to be aspirational in setting themselves the highest possible personal targets. To understand we can always improve ourselves as learning is lifelong, and fulfilling.

· Engaged: to be receptive to every opportunity in life and to learn and grow as an individual, understanding that everyone they meet offers something they can learn from if they take the time to listen.

· Noticing: to use all of their senses to search the world for new learning opportunities and to make connections that will help their brain to grow and to develop as an individual

2. Legislation and guidance
This policy reflects the requirements of the National Curriculum programmes of study, which all maintained schools in England must teach.

It also reflects requirements for inclusion and equality as set out in the Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice 2014 and Equality Act 2010, and refers to curriculum-related expectations of governing boards set out in the Department for Education’s Governance Handbook.

It also reflects requirements for inclusion and equality as set out in the Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice 2014 and Equality Act 2010, and refers to curriculum-related expectations of governing boards set out in the Department for Education’s Governance Handbook.

In addition, this policy acknowledges the requirements for promoting the learning and development of children set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) statutory framework.
3. Roles and responsibilities
3.1 The governing board
The governing board will monitor the effectiveness of this policy and hold the headteacher to account for its implementation.

The governing board will also ensure that:

· A robust framework is in place for setting curriculum priorities and aspirational targets

· Enough teaching time is provided for pupils to cover the National Curriculum and other statutory requirements

· Proper provision is made for pupils with different abilities and needs, including children with special educational needs (SEN)

· The school implements the relevant statutory assessment arrangements

· It participates actively in decision-making about the breadth and balance of the curriculum

· It fulfils its role in processes to disapply pupils from all or part of the National Curriculum, where appropriate, and in any subsequent appeals

3.2 Headteacher

The headteacher is responsible for ensuring that this policy is adhered to, and that:

· All required elements of the curriculum, and those subjects which the school chooses to offer, have aims and objectives which reflect the aims of the school and indicate how the needs of individual pupils will be met

· The amount of time provided for teaching the required elements of the curriculum is adequate and is reviewed by the governing board

· Where appropriate, the individual needs of some pupils are met by permanent or temporary disapplication from all or part of the National Curriculum

· They manage requests to withdraw children from curriculum subjects, where appropriate

· The school’s procedures for assessment meet all legal requirements

· The governing board is fully involved in decision-making processes that relate to the breadth and balance of the curriculum

· The governing board is advised on whole-school targets in order to make informed decisions

· Proper provision is in place for pupils with different abilities and needs, including children with SEN

3.3 Other staff

Other staff will ensure that the school curriculum is implemented in accordance with this policy.  

It is subject co-ordinators’ role to ensure:
· Ensuring there is high quality content and delivery of their subject across the school 

· Monitoring provision and ensuring there is appropriate, challenge, support and intervention 

· Keeping up to date with curriculum developments and providing staff INSET where necessary

· Ensuring that planning is regularly reviewed on a termly cycle and updated and amended as required 

· Providing appropriate assessment opportunities within their subject area and tracking pupil progress and attainment as appropriate

· Updating the policy for their curriculum area in accordance with school procedures

· Ensuring that areas for development within their subject area, which are prioritised in the School Development Plan, are addressed and resolved.
It is the class teachers’ responsibility to:

· Ensuring that lessons are well-planned and taught so that the aims are achieved for their class and that progress is made in each lesson/theme

· Regularly review the medium term plans and, if necessary, update the medium term planning in consultation with the curriculum coordinator

· Assessing their pupils against the key objectives for each subject
Curriculum responsibilities are as follows

· Mrs Michalowski – DSL, English, Computing 
· Mrs Thornley – DDSL, SENCO, PE and PSHE

· Mrs Goode – Art and Design and Technology

· Mrs Smith – Music, EYFS
· Mr Johnson Science and French 

· Miss Barton – Maths, Geography and History 

· Mrs Clarkson - RE

4. Organisation and planning
At Heather Primary School,  we aim to  provide a creative, rounded and balanced curriculum to help pupils achieve their potential.  We want to prepare the children for the world that they live in today and have the skills and attitudes to be successful in an ever change world.  The developing of reading, writing and numeracy skills are essentials so all children can access the next stage of their education without any barriers.  These alongside skills such as resilience, perseverance, noticing, making link, teamwork and effective communication skills are all attributes that children require to be successful and we believe that our curriculum provides opportunities to do that.  

Our current curriculum is being reviewed to build knowledge and skills through a range of carefully sequenced learning experiences that incorporates the use of quality texts and the principles of Talk for Writing.  
We follow the principles laid out in the National Curriculum for Key stage 1 and 2 and the principles of learning as identified in Early years Foundation Stage Development Matters.
The majority of the curriculum is organised through topics to allow staff to group areas of learning to maximise links; however, where relevant some subjects are taught discretely.  These topics are generally taught over a half term.  Where possible our topics are text and staff use high quality fiction and non-fiction texts as a stimulus.  
We are currently reviewing our curriculum in order to ensure our curriculum delivers effective learning for our current class to ensure continuity and progression.  Where possible local links are maximised to enable children to better understand the locality that they live in, whilst also planning for opportunities to visit the theatre, museums, local parks etc in order to develop their awareness and importance of becoming educated citizens.    We also review the structure of our curriculum annually to reflect how are classes are organised.   
Detailed intent grids map out the key core skills, core knowledge to be taught as well as the vocabulary that the children are required to understand and use as part of the unit.  These are used as a basis for medium term plans which staff use to inform their  detailed short-term planning.   

Along with the curriculum areas detailed below we also ensure the following are incorporated into the curriculum.  
·  British values – democracy, rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and tolerance  as well as the Importance of  (including RSE) being a good citizen.  These are reflected across the curriculum as well as in assemblies
· IT, RE, PSHE are planned using the relevant National Curriculum Guidelines and follow local/purchased schemes

Curriculum statements 
Art 
At Heather, we aim to provide an inspiring, practical Art curriculum, which builds on children’s early creative experiences and desire to express. Art at Heather is taught in all year groups by doing one project each term and studying a range of famous Artists and Art movements, as well as Sculpture and World Art. Projects are often made cross-curricular, linking to other subjects taught. Work is recorded in Sketch Books, which follow the children through the school, showing development and progression of skills.  
Computing

Our Computing is taught using the Wessex ICT scheme of work which includes half termly e-safety lessons across the school, exploring technology in our lives, programming, multimedia as well as handling data.  Over the next few years, we are hoping to raise funds to invest significantly to improve out computing hardware and infrastructure in order allow a better teaching and learning experience in an ever changing and expanding digital world.  

Design and Technology
At Heather, we want our pupils to be well equipped to deal with tomorrows rapidly changing world. DT encourages children to become independent, creative problem solvers and thinkers as both individuals and as part of a team. It enables them to identify needs and opportunities and to respond to them by developing a range of ideas and by making products and systems. DT at Heather is taught in all year groups by doing one project each term, which includes one food-technology based project. Projects are often made cross-curricular, linking to other subjects taught and are supported by TTS Primary DT planners. In EYFS pupils explore and use a variety of media and materials through a combination of child initiated and adult directed activities. In both KS1 and KS2, pupils follow the: Design, Make, Evaluate cycle. The subject co-ordinator would like to raise funds to improve our current DT curriculum and adopt a successful, progressive whole-school curriculum such as: DATA Projects on a page, PlanBee or Kapow Primary Art & Design curriculum. Not only would this allow for a better teaching and learning experience for the children, it would also support staff in developing their DT subject knowledge and understanding of the Design, Make, Evaluate cycle, and also ensure a clear progression of skills

French 
Our French is taught in themed units which may be blocked over a period of weeks or taught weekly across the term. The children learn vocabulary specific to the theme, relevant to their experience and competencies, and are encouraged to first of all recognise the spoken and written words and then to attempt to say them as their confidence grows. As they go through the school, they are encouraged to build their vocabulary into short sentences and phrases. They also explore aspects of French culture such as celebrations like Easter and Christmas. The learning of French encourages the children to value the cultures and language of another country and offers a parallel to their studies of our own language, phonics and cultural identity.

Geography 
Our geography  is often taught in themed units which may be blocked over a period of weeks or taught weekly across the term.  Key vocabulary is linked to the unit is explicitly taught to the children and each unit is planned to ensure that keys skills and knowledge are covered.  The curriculum is planned to inspire children’s curiosity and interest, explore the world that we live in and its people.  
History 
Our history is often taught in themed units which may be blocked over a period of weeks or taught weekly across the term.  Key vocabulary is linked to the unit is explicitly taught to the children and each unit is planned to ensure that keys skills and knowledge are covered.  The curriculum is planned to give children an understanding of how both British and world history events have shaped their lives.

Mathematics 
The Maths curriculum at Heather is designed to be accessible to all and help to develop confident and independent mathematicians. We intend for our pupils to be able to apply their mathematical knowledge in a range of contexts, including across the curriculum. We are focused on teaching for mastery through conceptual and procedural variation and focus on the key areas of fluency, problem solving and reasoning.   

Our calculation policy builds on the progression of the four operations through the use of dienes manipulatives and place value counters.  Third space learning resources support our planning and modelling and triangulate the skills of fluency, problem solving and reasoning.  We also subscribe to MyMaths to enable children to practise their maths skills at home and TT Rock Stars and Numbots to support them in learning their times tables and number bonds.

Music 

‘Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity’ (The National Curriculum)

At Heather our music curriculum intends to inspire creativity, self-expression and encourages our children on their musical journeys.  We hope to instil a lifelong love of music by exposing them to different musical experiences and igniting a passion for music. By listening and responding to different musical styles, finding their voices as singers and as composers. 

Our music is taught using the Charanga scheme of work. The scheme ensures students sing, listen, play, perform and evaluate. This is embedded in classroom activities as well as weekly singing assemblies, various performances, which include our harvest festival, Christmas plays and end of term shows, and the learning of instruments. The elements of music are taught in classroom lessons so that children are able to use the language of music to discuss it, and understand how it is made, played and analysed. In the classroom students learn how to play various un-tuned and tuned percussion instruments. In doing so they understand the different elements of creating notes, as well as how to create and read their own musical scores and basic music notation. They also learn how to compose focusing on different dimensions of music
Phonics and Reading

At Heather, children in Year EYFS (Reception) and Year 1 follow a synthetic based phonic teaching approach.  Teachers follow our own school scheme of work which follows the guidance of ‘Letters and Sounds’ to support their planning and teaching.  This begins with children learning the sounds individual letters make, the beginning  to read simple words by sounding the individual letter sounds out and blending them to form complete words.  Teachers also use materials and guidance from Babcock Education and Phonics Play to ensure we are covering age related expectations in both phonics and spelling in both Years 1 and 2. 

Our daily phonics sessions are fun and involve lots of speaking and listening games.  Children are expected to be active participants and they soon begin to use these new skills in reading and writing activities as well as their independent play within the classroom provision. 

Letters and sounds is divided into phases, each phase builds up on the skills and knowledge of previous learning.  Whilst the children are learning to segment and blend decodable words, they are also taught to read then spell ‘tricky words’.  These words may have unusual spellings or possibly contain sounds the children have not yet been taught – such as was, said, the – sounding out these words doesn’t always work so the children are taught to read them by sight. 

When the children begin at Heather, they will continue to sing a wide range of nursery rhymes and familiar songs, the Reception staff will read to the children a select range of high-quality good books, some of which will have repeating patterns and rhymes for the children to join in with. 

When the children are confident with the first 19 sounds that they learn, they are given a decodable reading book to practise their reading at home. These decodable books are from a range of schemes such as Floppy’s Phonics, Big Cat Phonics and the Phonics Bug Range and include both a variety of fiction and non-fiction. 

 

All children learn at different rates, all children will not necessarily get a reading book at the same time, some may be given decodable word list to help build up their confidence in recognising letters, the sounds they make and blending them together. 

 

As the children become more fluent and their sight vocabulary develops, they will be given the opportunity to read more widely from a range of texts organised into book bands.  These book bands contain a range of books from different reading schemes such as Usborne, Oxford Reading Tree, Rigby Star as well as a range of ‘real’ books as we feel it is important for the children to experience a broad range of different text types.  More details about Book Bands at Heather can be in the Book Band document linked below

 

All children are given opportunity to access a book of their choosing from the school library which may be above or below their own reading ability.  This book is intended to be read and shared at home with an adult and is a way of promoting reading for pleasure.  

Children’s reading experiences are broadened further by sharing stories in assemblies and reading books from the class, class novels and teachers using high quality texts in both themed and literacy lessons across the school.

 

We ask that parents try to establish a regular reading routine at home to support their children in their learning, as this is one of the easiest ways for you to get involved and help your child to make important progress. We hold termly Golden Ticket Draws – children who read at least three times a week at home are given a raffle ticket.  One ticket per year group is drawn each half term.  These children get to choose a free book and have a hot chocolate whilst they begin to enjoy reading it. 

​ 

Physical Education and Sport –
At Heather we aim to provide children with a broad and balanced P.E curriculum, which follows the skill-based focus of the National Curriculum. 
P.E is taught, using National Curriculum 2014 objectives and follows a whole school framework of age-related expectations. We developed the long-term plan to ensure progression and development within a year group, as well as across the year groups and key stages. We aim to provide pupils with the opportunity to experience and develop skills in the seven areas as outlined in the National Curriculum, Games, Gymnastics, Dance, Outdoor & Adventurous Activities, Athletics and Swimming (Key Stage 2 only). Where possible the units taught work in line with the School Games Calendar set out by North West Leicestershire School Sports partnership.  Preparation through PE lessons allows children to be mentally and physically prepared to compete at the appropriate level.
PE is delivered through two timetabled lessons per week led by the class teacher and visiting specialised coaches. Flexibility in the long-term plan is used to facilitate the best use of visiting coaches and the constraints of our outdoor facilities and weather, however we aim to ensure skills applicable to each key stage are taught by the end of each year through a wide variety of sports. 
Key Stage 1
In Key stage 1 pupils work to develop fundamental movement skills, become increasingly competent and confident. They access a broad range of opportunities to extend their agility, balance and coordination, individually and with others. They are given opportunities to engage in competitive (both against self and against others) and co-operative physical activities, in a range of increasingly challenging situations.
Key Stage 2
In Key stage 2 pupils continue to apply and develop a broader range of skills through a variety of activities. They learn how to apply learnt skills in different ways and to link them together to make actions and sequences of movement. They are encouraged to communicate, collaborate and compete with each other. In Key stage 2 we are aiming to develop pupils understanding of how to improve in different physical activities and sports and learn how to evaluate and recognise their own success.

Religious Education 
“RE seeks to make a major contribution to the spiritual, intellectual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils.” Leicestershire Agreed Syllabus

At Heather, we aim to explore the teachings, beliefs, religious traditions and practices of the major faiths and encourage children to grow in their awareness and understanding of these. Children are encouraged to explore their ideas, express their opinions and show understanding and respect for others. During lessons, children are engaged, inspired and challenged to ensure they are fully equipped to question their ideas and make positive contributions to discussions.

RE is taught across the school using the Leicestershire Agreed Syllabus and RE Today.  It is taught as a stand-alone subject and not usually as part of the Topic Curriculum, however links are made where possible. Within each Key Stage, this is usually taught each week, although this may be taught in blocks or half days. In addition to this, regular assemblies (often with local visitors) support this provision. 

This subject is taught creatively where possible and takes a practical hands-on approach to learning through exploring artefacts, visiting places of worship and celebrating festivals. Children are introduced to key Christian festivals (Harvest, Christmas and Easter) during their time at Heather. These are celebrated annually within the school and in the wider community through trips, local visits, performances and visitors to school
Science 
Science is often taught in themed units and individual lessons which may be blocked over a period of weeks or taught weekly across the term.  Key vocabulary is linked to the unit is explicitly taught to the children and each unit is planned to ensure that keys skills and knowledge are covered.  Science is all around us and the curriculum is designed to help the children become scientific thinkers.

Writing
Our writing is planned around the use of quality texts which may or not be linked to the overarching topic that is being taught at that time.  The majority of our writing taught follow s the principles of Talk 4 Writing and each unit of work has a quality text as a stimulus as well as a specific model text that is used as a means to scaffold the children’s wiring through the leaning process.  Over the academic year children in key Stage 1 will cover genres that fall under the heading o writing it inform and writing to entertain.  In Lower Key stage to the focus is Writing to entertain, inform and persuade and in upper Key Stage 2 writing to discuss is added to the list.  When teaching a unit using the principle of Talk for Writing – children will complete a cold task at the start of the unit which the teachers will assess and  use to plan a sequence of activities.  All children at the end of the unit will complete an independent application to show case their learning, this writing may take place for examples within a History, Geography or RE lesson.  Displays in the classroom reflect the writing that is taught and is used by the pupils to support their learning.  
See our EYFS policy for information on how our early years curriculum is delivered.

5. Inclusion

We comply with the requirements set out in the SEN Code of Practice in providing for children with special needs. If a child displays signs of having special needs, his/her teacher makes an assessment of this need.

Teachers set high expectations for all pupils.  Our curriculum is inclusive and encourages and fosters independence regardless of ability.  Teachers and Support Staff use appropriate assessment to set ambitious targets and plan challenging work for all groups, including:

· More able pupils

· Pupils with low prior attainment

· Pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds

· Pupils with SEN

· Pupils with English as an additional language (EAL)

Teachers will plan lessons so that pupils with SEN and/or disabilities can study every National Curriculum subject, wherever possible, and ensure that there are no barriers to every pupil achieving.  For some pupils it is appropriate that they access some subjects at their appropriate development stage rather than their age in order for learning to be consolidated and small steps of progress to be made.  
Teachers will also take account of the needs of pupils whose first language is not English. Lessons will be planned so that teaching opportunities help pupils to develop their English, and to support pupils to take part in all subjects.

Further information can be found in our statement of equality information and objectives, and in our SEN policy and information report.

6. Monitoring arrangements

Governors monitor coverage of National Curriculum subjects and compliance with other statutory requirements through:

· School visits

· Meetings with groups of children

· Walks around school

· Meetings with curriculum leads

· Looking through children’s work 

The Headteacher and curriculum leads will  monitor the way their subject is taught throughout the school by:
· Learning walks

· book looks

· drop ins 
· pupil interviews

· use of displays and their content

This policy will be reviewed every year by all teaching staff.  At every review, the policy will be shared with the full governing board.
7. Links with other policies

This policy links to the following policies and procedures:

· EYFS policy

· Assessment policy

· SEN policy and information report

· Equality information and objectives

· Relationship and sex policy

· Teaching and Learning Policy[image: image2.png]
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