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Why is phonics important?

•Phonics teaches the 
skills that help children 
learn how to read, 
write and spell.

•These are skills for life. 



Why are early 

literacy skills 

important?



Here’s how many words children would have 

heard by the time they were 5 years old:

Never read to 4,662 words
(less than 5 thousand words)

Read to 1–2 times 

per week

63,570 words
(over 63 thousand words)

Read to 3–5 times 

per week

169,520 words
(nearly 170 thousand words)

Read to daily 296,660 words
(nearly 300 thousand words)

Science Daily, 
2019 (in The 
reading 
framework, 
DFE, Jan 2022) 
https://www.sc
iencedaily.com/
releases/2019/
04/190404074
947.htm

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/04/190404074947.htm


What is phonics?

Synthetic phonics

is about building up 

units of  sound 

into words.



What skills does my child need?

Stretch and read

• Blending - Saying the phonemes 

(sounds) in a word sufficiently 

quickly to make a word.

• We use this skill when we read.

• m/ee/t = meet

• Segmenting - Breaking a 

spoken word into individual 

phonemes (sounds) and writing 

down the graphemes (letters 

that represent each sound).  

• We use this skill when we spell.

• snail = s-n-ai-l



Pure Sounds

• Saying pure sounds is important – some 
sounds stretch e.g. /m/ /n/ /r/ and some 
bounce e.g. /b/ /p/. 

• It is always best to say them softly and say 
a word that begins with the sound to help. 

• Try to avoid a big ‘Uh’ sound at the end 
as this will impact on your child’s ability to 
blend and segment words when reading 
and spelling e.g. don’t say ‘nuh’ for ‘n’.

• https://vimeo.com/showcase/9340990

https://vimeo.com/showcase/9340990


What phonics scheme do we use?

• FFT Success for All is a complete 

Systematic Synthetic Phonics (SSP) 

programme validated by the 

Department For Education.

• It is supported by an online Reading 

Assessment Programme.

• It provides additional support via a 

reading tutoring programme - TWL.





Where does it fit in the timetable? 

EYFS 

• Daily 25-minute Phonics.

• Daily Shared Reading:-

Term 1 – 15 mins 

Term 2 – 20 mins 

Term 3 – 25 mins

Year 1 & 2

• Daily 25-minute Phonics.

• Daily Shared Reading:-

All Terms – 30 mins 



Reception Term 1 – 1 lesson

Reception Term 1 – 1 lesson

What will my child do in their daily 
phonics lessons in EYFS? 



Co-operative Learning in EYFS

Reception

Term 1
Reception

Term 3



What will my child do in their daily 

phonics lessons in Year 1 & 2? 

• 1. Spelling Practice: – Now that they know a range of  GCPs, they need to begin to work out when to use them e.g. seem, team, swede, key, we.

• 2. Write words and sentences - From the start of  Year 1 but also introduced in the Summer term in Reception. 



Year 1

Term 1

Year 1 

Term 3

Co-operative Learning in Year 1 & 2



Time for questions about phonics.



What is Shared Reading?

• In addition to their daily phonics lesson, the 

children have a daily shared reading lesson.

• This provides them with the opportunity to 

apply what they have been learning in their 

phonics lessons but also work on fluency and 

expression. 

• The children discuss the text to develop their 

comprehension skills.



• A decodable reading book 

contains GPCs and common 

exception words (the red 

tricky words) that your child 

has been learning in school.

What is a decodable reading 

book?



• FFT have specially written 68 decodable reading books that include a variety of  genres.

• The Shared Readers are linked to the scope and sequence.

• They are used in class for the daily shared reading lessons. 

• They can also be sent home as physical or digital books.

FFT’s decodable reading books



Reading books going home

• We send the digital QR codes home 

for your child to access each week.

• We also send your child a physical 

book that have been matched to our 

shared reader levels and the stage they 

are working at with their phonics. 



How to get the most out of  

your reading book

• Ask your child to read the Green Words               

at the start of  the book. These words are 

decodable which means you can sound                           

them out and blend them. 

• Red Words are ‘tricky words’                                      

which means they have parts that are not 

decodable and need to be memorised.                              

The tricky part is underlined. 



The importance of  comprehension

• It is important not to rush on with 

reading books that contain unknown 

GPCs. Focus on fluency and 

comprehension.

• Take time to discuss new vocabulary e.g. 

pugs, unclips and mooch. 



Reading for pleasure

• Reading for pleasure is an important 

part of  childhood learning and your 

child should hear you read and listen 

to stories and rhymes. 



Routes to Reading Year 2 

• FFT have launched their new reading programme for Year 2 children.

• This contains 15 new shared reader texts. The children will focus on the 

same texts for 2 weeks where they will complete a range of  activities based 

on that text. They will then bring that book home at the end of  the 2 week 

cycle. It is really important that like all books these are returned – as we do 

not have money in the budget to replace them.  





Spelling with the Jungle Club



In Year 2 the children do not have a spelling

test with a list of  words, instead they 

complete mini-tests throughout the week 

where they apply the rule they have learnt. 

This means they are able to apply the rule to 

any words they come across. 



How can I help my child?

• Be aware of  the GPCs your child is 
learning each week.

• Use pure sounds. FFT provide a full set 
of  videos that contain the proper 
pronunciation of  all Grapheme Phoneme 
Correspondences (GPCs) taught in the 
programme. 
https://vimeo.com/showcase/9340990

• Hearing others read is very valuable so 
reading to your child helps to develop 
their language and is good for modelling 
good reading behaviours. 

• FFT Success for All Phonics have created advice 
and resources to support. Find them on their 
Parents Portal: https://parents.fft.org.uk/tips-
for-homereading/ 

• Children have a better chance of  being  
successful readers if  they practise reading their 
decodable books AND also share other 
exciting books for pleasure. 

https://vimeo.com/showcase/9340990


Home-School Links

• The reading diaries are to be filled in by staff  and parents to 

record and share valuable information. 

They show:-

• Which school books your child has read.

• How often they read.

• Their strengths and weaknesses with regards to reading.



Useful Websites

• FFT Parent Portal 
https://parents.fft.org.uk/

• Top Marks Phonics Games 
https://www.topmarks.co.
uk/Search.aspx?q=phonics

• Our school website:

https://www.heather.leics.sch.uk/

https://parents.fft.org.uk/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?q=phonics
https://www.heather.leics.sch.uk/


Useful Vocabulary

• Phoneme – The smallest unit of  sound in a 
spoken word e.g. c-a-t (3 phonemes) or m-oo-n 
(3 phonemes). You cannot see a phoneme; you 
can only hear it.

• Grapheme – The written representation of  a 
phoneme e.g. ‘ai’ in the word ‘rain’. It can be 
made up of  1, 2, 3 or even 4 letters. 

• GPC: Grapheme Phoneme Correspondence. 
This means a sound is matched to one or more 
written letters e.g. acorn (a), rain (ai), tray (ay), 
snake (a-e), they (ey), sleigh (eigh), vein (ei).

• Digraph – A grapheme that is made of  2 
letters that make 1 sound e.g. ea

• Trigraph - A grapheme that is made of  3 
letters that make 1 sound e.g. igh

• Blending – Saying the sounds (phonemes) in a 
words sufficiently quickly to make a word e.g. t-
r-ee = tree. We use this skill when we read.

• Segmenting – Breaking a spoken word into
individual sounds (phonemes e.g. ‘card’ = c-ar-d
and writing down the letters for each sound to 
make the word. We use this skill when we spell. 



What if  my child needs more support? 

• The scheme provides an online 
Tutoring programme for pupils who 
need additional catch-up support (Year 
1 to 5). 

• Pupils working in small groups with a 
tutor (4 pupils with a teaching 
assistant). 

• They engage in reading activities which 
improve phonics skills, decoding and 
reading fluency.



How will my child be supported in school?

• Daily phonics lessons

• Daily shared reading lessons

• Regular assessments

• Interventions (if  required)

• Decodable reading books sent 

home weekly

• Some children will have a reading 

for pleasure book also.



Further support

• Please do not hesitate to contact your child's class teacher if  you need 

further support with your child’s reading or with ways to support their 

phonics and reading knowledge at home.



Time for questions about reading.


